
City of Pine Island 
Planning and Zoning Commission 

Agenda 
Tuesday, August 8th, 2023 

7:00 PM 
Second Floor – City Hall 

250 South Main Street 
 
 

I. Roll Call 
 

II. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
III. Approve Minutes of June 13th, 2023 
 
IV. Review Variance Request for PID-68.400.0060- Pine Island Farmers Elevator 
 

a. Public Hearing 
b. Vote for Recommendation 

 
V. Adjourn 

 



City of Pine Island  
Planning and Zoning Commission 

Minutes  
Tuesday, June 13th, 2023 

7:00 P.M. – City Hall 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Grant Friese 
 
Present: Grant Friese, Curt Njus, Brad Rehling 
Absent: Troy Kuball, Paul Perry 
 
Also Present: Stephanie Pocklington, Steven Scheevel, and Jonathan Pahl 
 
Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 

III.  Motion by Brad Rehling second by Curt Njus to approve the minutes of the May 9th, 2023, meeting. Approved 3-
0-0 

 
IV. Deputy City Administrator, Steven Scheevel reviewed the application for Variance and recommendations for 

approval. 
 
 The public hearing opened at 7:09 P.M with a motion from Curt Njus and a second from Brad Rehling. 

Approved 3-0-0 
 

 The public hearing closed at 7:14 P.M. with a motion from Brad Rehling and a second from Curt Njus. Approved 
3-0-0 
 

 Motion by Curt Njus to recommend denial of the variance request to council. Motion died for lack of a second. 
 

 Motion by Brad Rehling, second by Curt Njus to recommend approval of the Variance request to council with 
the condition that council and the city attorney discuss contractual land purchases. Approved 3-0-0 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:24 P.M. with a motion from Curt Njus and a second from Brad Rehling. Approved 3-0-0 
 
Respectively Submitted, 
Stephanie Pocklington 
City Clerk 
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PID Name Property Address City State Zip Mailing Address

681000010 Land O Lakes Inc 206 2nd St NE NORTHWEST FOOD PRODUCTS TRANSPORTATION,, C/O LAND O'LAKES, INC, MS 4015 PO BOX 64101, ST PAUL, MN, 551640101

681000020 Joanne Hamlin 319 Main St N JOANNE E HAMLIN RT319 Main St N

681000030 Next Door Investments LLC 315 Main St N 9723 50TH AVE NW ORONOCO MN 55960
681000040 Jason Wasmund 311 Main St N 311 Main St N

681000070 Pine Island Farmers Elevator PO BOX 218 GOODHUE MN 55027
681000080 Rusty Jackson 110 2nd St NE  110 2ND ST NE SUITE 200 Pine Island MN 55963

681000140 Pine Island Area History Society 314 Main St N 314 Main St N

682400040 Pine Island Farmers Elevator

682400060 Pine Island Farmers Elevator 213 4th St NE

682400070 Pine Island Farmers Elevator 206 3rd St NE

682400080 Pine Island Farmers Elevator 216 3rd St NE

682400090 Pine Island Farmers Elevator 212 3rd St NE

682400100 Pine Island Farmers Elevator 200 3rd St NE

682400110 Pro Feeds LLC Pro Feeds LLC C/O Ag Partners COOP PO BOX 218 Goodhue MN 55027

682400130 Pine Island Farmers Elevator

682400140 D S Manufacturing Inc 67 5th St NE Pine Island MN 55963

683600020 Pine Island Farmers Elevator

683600040 Pine Island Farmers Elevator 220 3rd St NE

683600060 Pine Island Farmers Elevator 234 3rd St NE

684000030 D S Manufacturing Inc

684000040 Pine Island Farmers Elevator

684000041 D S Manufacturing Inc

684000042 D S Manufacturing Inc

684000050 Pine Island Farmers Elevator

684000060 Pine Island Farmers Elevator

684000080 Pine Island Farmers Elevator 213 4th ST NE 

685800070 Brandon Sather 516 Main St 1330 County 11 NE Pine Island MN 55963

685800080 Brandon Sather

685800090 Adam Rutten 506 Main St N 506 Main St N Pine Island MN 55963

685800100 Dean Weis 500 Main St N 500 Main St N Pine Island MN 55963

685800120 Royal Court PO BOX 149 Oronoco MN 55960

685800130 Steven Nei 410 Main St N 410 Main St N Pine Island MN 55963

685800140 Constance Sather 406 Main St N PO BOX 64 Pine Island MN 55963

685800150 Samantha Leibold 100 3rd St NW PO BOX 92 Pine Island MN 55963

687600080 D S Manufacturing Inc

687600090 AG Partners CO-OP

687600094 Pine Island Farmers Elevator

Properties within 350' of PID# 68.400.0060
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  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
DATE:    August 8th, 2023 

AGENDA ITEM:  IV – Variance Request 

SUBJECT:   Variance Request for PID 68.400.0060  

ORIGINATING DEPT: City Administration 

PREPARED BY:  Steven Scheevel, Deputy City Administrator 

REQUEST FOR ACTION: Make Recommendation Regarding Variance Request 

 

 

Commissioners,  

 

Pine Island Farmers Elevator (AG Partners) has applied for a variance to the maximum height 
requirement and the front yard setback of the lot located at 417 N Main St, Pine Island, PID# 
68.400.0060. This property is zoned I-1. Section 11.50 Subd. 6 (A)(1) of the city code states, 
“Maximum Height - Four stories or 45 feet.” Section 11.50 Subd. 6 (B)(1) of the city code states, 
“Minimum Front Yard Setback - 35 feet.”  
 
The applicant is planning to demolish the current storage bins and building abutting 4th St NE 
and constructing two new and larger storage bins in their place. The newly constructed storage 
bins would have a building height of 145 ft therefore a variance of 95ft is required. The newly 
constructed bins would have a front yard setback of 15ft therefore requiring a variance of 20ft. 
Pursuant to Section 11.19, Variances, Subd. 2. A. and B., the Planning Commission shall act as 
the Board of Zoning Adjustment and the Board shall have the authority to grant variances to the 
provisions of this Chapter under certain conditions, as indicated in this Chapter. Pursuant to 
Section 11.19, Variances, Subd. 3., Standards for Review of Variance Requests, the Board of 
Zoning Adjustment shall consider variance requests in accordance with the following standards: 

A. Variances shall only be permitted when they are in harmony with the general purposes 
and intent of this Zoning Code. The request for a variance to the maximum height and 
front yard setback is in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the zoning code 
because the purpose of the new buildings are permitted uses under the I-1 Heavy 
Industrial zoning district.  

B. Variances shall only be permitted when consistent with the comprehensive plan. 
Industrial business expansion is consistent with the comprehensive plan as this area is 
zoned for current and future industrial land use.   
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C. Variances may be granted when the applicant for the variance establishes that there are 

practical difficulties in complying with the Zoning Code. 
 

1. The applicant proposes to use the property in a reasonable manner as the applicant 
intends to expand on an already existing industrial business.  

2. The applicant’s situation is due to unique circumstances based on the condensed 
nature of the area of heavy industrial zoning district. The placement of the current 
storage bins is already non-conforming to the zoning code and the footprint of the 
new bins would not alter that placement in relation to the front yard property line.   

3. The variance, if granted, will not alter the essential character of the locality as the 
height requirements will be in line with neighboring properties that are of similar 
height.  
 

D. The Board of Zoning Adjustment may not permit as a variance any use that is not allowed 
under the zoning code for property in the zone where the land is located. The variance 
request for a industrial storage building is a permitted use associated within the Heavy 
Industrial District 

E. The Board of Zoning Adjustment may impose conditions in the granting of variances. A 
condition must be directly related to and must bear a rough proportionality to the impact 
created by the variance. Staff does not recommend imposing any conditions on this 
request.  

Based on these criteria, Staff is recommending approval of the requested 95-foot variance to 
the maximum building height, and the 20-foot variance to the front yard setbacks for 
construction of industrial storage facilities.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Steven Scheevel 
Deputy City Administrator  
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