STATE OF MINNESOTA
GOODHUE/OLMSTED COUNTIES
CITY OF PINE ISLAND

COUNCIL WORKSHOP

JUNE 2nd, 2026

Pursuant to due call, and notice thereof, Mayor Friese called the Council Workshop meeting to
order at 6:02 PM, at City Hall, 250 S. Main Street, Pine Island, Minnesota.

Members Present: Delana Weis, Brandi Veith Staloch, Vernon Pahl, Colton Wright, and David Friese
(leftat 8:12 PM)
Members Absent: None

Others Present: City Administrator- Elizabeth Howard, Deputy City Administrator- Steven Scheevel,
EDA Director Mitch Massman, City Attorney Bob Vose (remote), IMAGE Committee Karen Doll and
Nancy Bergren, Bigelow Homes - Mike Paradise, and Emergency Management - Sam Lenz and
Brandon Mathison.

III. Administration

A. City Council reviewed how public input is offered in surrounding area cities. They discussed
whether public input should be eliminated, change the format, or leave as is. Council
expressed a desire to preserve public input but directed staff to prepare an ordinance to
change the agenda order for council meetings. Council also directed staff to prepare a policy
to create clear guidelines.

B. The IMAGE Committee discussed their desire to replace the Pine Island sign at the south
end of Pine Island and wanting to erect one on the north side of town. There was discussion
on whether or not this would be a good time to look into rebranding. Overall, Council
supported upgrading the existing sign and looking to add an additional sign to the north
end. All parties agreed it was best to wait until after the 2028 Hwy 52 resurfacing project
was complete, but fundraising and design could be completed over the next few years.

C. Mike Paradise presented the City Council with a proposal for a housing development within
the Pine Prairie Development. Bigelow Homes would like to apply for dollars available
through Olmsted County to create affordable, entry-level housing. The City Council was
supportive of the project and willing to look into a fee reimbursement program if Bigelow
Homes were to receive the funding.

D. There was a request to place a “Children’s Crossing” sign by the Nature Reserve Park.
Council agreed that a crossing sign should not be placed outside of the crosswalk, but a
“Children at Play” sign should be placed in both directions.

E. Council reviewed staffing levels at the Van Horn Library. A position currently open may be
filled with more discussion to come for fall/winter staffing.

F. Sam Lenz and Brandon Mathison from emergency management reviewed an Emergency
Action Plan (EAP) for City Council meetings. EAP’s are being created for every city
department/building and reviewed on a yearly basis.

G. Sam Lenz discussed the Fire Department’s new drone program. Once the program is up and
running, Mr. Lenz will report back to the City Council.

H. Administrator Howard gave a brief overview on the aquatic center/waterslide, printer lease
updates, and roof inspection reports. Mayor Friese left the meeting at 8:12 PM during the
beginning of Administrator Howard’s report.

Be there no further business, Brandi Veith Staloch made a motion to adjourn the Council Workshop
at 8:26 pm and Colton Wright seconded. Adjourned 4-0-0

Respectfully submitted,

Elizabeth Howard, City Administrator



