
City of Pine Island 
Planning and Zoning Commission 

Agenda 
Tuesday, November 14th, 2023 

7:00 PM 
Second Floor – City Hall 

250 South Main Street 
  
 

I. Roll Call 
 

II. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
III. Approve Minutes of September 12th, 2023 
 
IV. Review Variance Request for PID-68.100.0170- Jonathan Pahl 
 

a. Public Hearing 
b. Vote for Recommendation 

 
V. Adjourn 

 
 



City of Pine Island  
Planning and Zoning Commission 

Minutes  
Tuesday, September 12th, 2023 

7:00 P.M. – City Hall 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Grant Friese 
 
Present: Grant Friese, Curt Njus, Troy Kuball 
Absent: Brad Rehling, Paul Perry 
 
Also Present: Stephanie Pocklington, Steven Scheevel, Jonathan Pahl, and Rod Steele 
 
Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 

III.  Motion by Curt Njus second by Troy Kuball to approve the minutes of the August 8th, 2023, meeting. Approved 
3-0-0 

 
IV. Deputy City Administrator, Steven Scheevel reviewed the application for Minor Subdivision for the City of Pine 

Island. 
 
 The public hearing opened at 7:05 P.M with a motion from Curt Njus and a second from Troy Kuball. Approved 

3-0-0 
 

 The public hearing closed at 7:11 P.M. with a motion from Curt Njus and a second from Troy Kuball. Approved 
3-0-0 
 

 Motion by Troy Kuball, second by Curt Njus to recommend approval of the Minor Subdivision to council. 
Approved 3-0-0 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:16 P.M. with a motion from Curt Njus and a second from Grant Friese. Approved 3-0-0 
 
Respectively Submitted, 
Stephanie Pocklington 
City Clerk 
 



MEMORANDUM 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 

DATE:  November 14th, 2023 

AGENDA ITEM: IV – Variance Application 

SUBJECT:  Variance for PID 68.100.0170 

ORIGINATING DEPT: Administration 

PREPARED BY: Steven Scheevel, Deputy City Administrator 

REQUEST FOR ACTION: Make Recommendation Regarding Variance 

Commissioners, 

The city has received an application from Jonathan Pahl for a variance to the front yard setback 
of the lot located at 300 N Main St, Pine Island, PID# 68.100.0170. This property is zoned R-2. 
Section 11.32 Subd. 6 (B)(1) of the city codes states, “Minimum Front Yard Setback – 20 feet.” 

The Applicant has filed for a variance to complete the construction of a front porch facing N 
Main St. The current set back of the building is 23.2 feet. The width of the proposed porch is 8 
feet which would move the front set back to 15.2 feet and require a 5.8-foot variance. The R-2 
zoning district is unique as it allows for an exception to this setback based on the following 
criteria according to 11.32 Subd. 6 (B)(2); “The exception to these setback requirements is in a 
block where two or more residences have already been constructed facing the same street, the 
setbacks for the remaining lots in that block fronting on the same street shall be determined by 
the average setback of the existing building.” WiDSETH has provided setback measurements for 
the other three houses on the block based on the Main St property pins. The three other homes on 
this block all have a front yard setback less than 20 feet (Exhibit A). The average setback based 
on the other properties is 17.5 feet making this the new front yard setback based on the city code 
referenced above. This leaves 2.3 feet or 2 feet 4 inch difference between the applicants 
requested 15.2 foot set back and the new 17.5 average setback.  

Pursuant to Section 11.19, Variances, Subd. 2. A. and B., the Planning Commission shall act as 
the Board of Zoning Adjustment and the Board shall have the authority to grant variances to the 
provisions of this Chapter under certain conditions, as indicated in this Chapter. Pursuant to 
Section 11.19, Variances, Subd. 3., Standards for Review of Variance Requests, the Board of 
Zoning Adjustment shall consider variance requests in accordance with the following standards: 



 
 
 
 
                              MEMORANDUM 

  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

A. Variances shall only be permitted when they are in harmony with the general purposes 
and intent of this Zoning Code. The request for a variance to the front yard set back for a 
porch addition is an allowable use under the R-2 zoning district. 

B. Variances shall only be permitted when consistent with the comprehensive plan. The 
expansion of a residential building is consistent with current and future land uses in the 
comprehensive plan.  

C. Variances may be granted when the applicant for the variance establishes that there are 
practical difficulties in complying with the Zoning Code.  
 

1. The applicant proposes to use the property in a reasonable manner as the applicant 
intends to expand on an already existing residential building.  

2. The second standard within the practical difficulties according to Minnesota 
Statute 394.27 Subd. 7 is “the plight of the landowner is due to circumstances 
unique to the property not created by the landowner” The common interpretation 
of this standard is the physical characteristics of the piece of property not 
considerations of the landowner. Physical characteristics such as, topography, 
natural features like wetlands or trees, or lot shapes and sizes are the common 
focus of this standard. The property under review is a common generally square 
residential lot that does not contain any burdensome natural features or 
unnavigable topography.  

3. The variance, if granted, will not alter the essential character of the locality as the 
setback will be in line with the neighboring properties.  
 

D. The Board of Zoning Adjustment may not permit as a variance any use that is not allowed 
under the zoning code for property in the zone where the land is located. The requested 
variance is consistent with the property use allowed in the R-2 district.  

E. The Board of Zoning Adjustment may impose conditions in the granting of variances. A 
condition must be directly related to and must bear a rough proportionality to the impact 
created by the variance. 

 
Based on these criteria, staff does not find that the variance establishes a substantial practical 
difficulty due to the lack the plight of the landowner by the physical characteristics of the 
property. Staff does not recommend approval of the 2 foot 4 inch variance.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Steven Scheevel 
Deputy City Administrator 
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CITY OF PINE ISLAND 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

Planning & Zoning Commission – Tuesday, November 14th, 2023 at 7:00 PM 
Second Floor Pine Island City Hall 

 

Notice is hereby given that the Planning Commission of the City of Pine Island, MN will hold a 
public hearing on the above date and time to consider public input and to review the application for a 
proposed setback variance at 300 N Main St, Pine Island, MN 55963 (PID # 68.100.0170). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Any person wishing to comment on this application may do so at the time and location of the hearing 
or in writing to: 
 
Elizabeth Howard 
City Administrator 
PO BOX 280 
Pine Island, MN 55963 
 
Published: November 1st and November 8th, 2023 per Minn. State Statute 13D.04 Notice of Meetings 
 







PID Name Property Address City State Zip Mailing Address
681000020 Joanne Hamlin 319 Main St N 319 Main St N
681000030 Next Door Investments LLC 315 Main St N 9723 50TH AVE NW ORONOCO MN 55960
681000040 Jason Wasmund 311 Main St N 311 Main St N Pine Island MN 55963
681000050 Nilda Rivera 307 Main St N 307 Main St N Pine Island MN 55963
681000060 Eugenio Perez Romero 301 Main St N 301 Main St N Pine Island MN 55963
681000070 Pine Island Farmers Elevator PO BOX 218 Goodhue MN 55027
681000080 Rusty Jackson 110 2nd St NE 110 2nd St NE Ste 200 Pine Island MN 55963
681000090 Gregory Finnegan 317 1st Ave Nw 317 1st Ave Nw Pine Island MN 55963
681000100 Daniel & Jennifer Kubista 311 1st Ave Nw 311 1st Ave Nw Pine Island MN 55963
681000110 Emily & Joshua Ramsey 307 1st Ave NW 307 1st Ave NW Pine Island MN 55963
681000120 Michael Layman 112 2nd St NW 112 2nd St NW Pine Island MN 55963
681000130 Matthew Parkman & Sara Prazak 118 2nd St NW 118 2nd St NW Pine Island MN 55963
681000140 Pine Island Area History Society 314 Main St N PO BOX 165  Pine Island MN 55963
681000150 Charles & Marie Rolbeicki 310 Main St N 310 Main St N Pine Island MN 55963
681000160 Michael Archer 306 Main St N 306 Main St N Pine Island MN 55963
681000170 Jonathan W Pahl TTEE 300 Main St N 300 Main St N Pine Island MN 55963
681000240 Jason Ripka 318 1st Ave NW 318 1st Ave NW Pine Island MN 55963
681000250 Tonya Burns & Justin Pierce 312 1st Ave NW 312 1st Ave NW Pine Island MN 55963
681000260 Angela Heydmann 308 1st Ave NW 308 1st Ave NW Pine Island MN 55963
681000270 Christopher & Katrina Hagfors 200 2nd St NW 200 2nd St NW Pine Island MN 55963
681000540 Ricky & Amy Closner 216 1st Ave NE 216 1st Ave NE Pine Island MN 55963
681000550 Donna Hanson 212 1st Ave NW 212 1st Ave NW Pine Island MN 55963
681000560 Heidi Voeltz 208 1st Ave NW 208 1st Ave NW Pine Island MN 55963
681000570 Charles Gorman 200 1st Ave NW 200 1st Ave NW Pine Island MN 55963
681000580 Mahn Properties LLC 217 1st Ave NW 1416 Oak St Lake City MN 55041
681000590 Mahn Properties LLC 209 1st Ave NW 1416 Oak St Lake City MN 55041
681000600 Mahn Properties LLC 209 1st Ave NW 1416 Oak St Lake City MN 55041
681000610 United Methodist Church of Pine 200 Main St N PO BOX 8 Pine Island MN 55963
681000620 Vernon Pahl 214 Main St N PO BOX 325 Pine Island MN 55963
681000630 Richard Kunz 210 Main St N PO BOX 285 Pine Island MN 55963
681000640 Miss Angie's Place 208 Maint St N 208 Maint St N Pine Island MN 55963
681000650 United Methodist Church of Pine 200 Main St N PO BOX 8 Pine Island MN 55963
681000700 City of Pine Island 214 NE 1st Ave PO BOX 280 Pine Island MN 55963
681000710 Larry Pahl 206 1st Ave NE 49004 230th Ave  Pine Island MN 55963
682400110 Pro Feeds LLC C/O Ag Partners COOP PO BOX 218 Goodhue MN 55027
684250010 Convenience Store Investments 207 Maint St N PO BOX 2107 La Crosse WI 54602
685800140 Constance Sather 406 Main St N PO BOX 64 Pine Island MN 55963
685800150 Samantha Leibold 100 3rd St NW PO BOX 92 Pine Island MN 55963
685800160 Lonnie & Audrey Sather 112 3rd St NW PO BOX 105 Pine Island MN 55963
685800170 Alexander Needham 108 3rd St NW 108 3rd St NW Pine Island MN 55963

Properties within 350' of PID# 68.100.0170
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